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SUSTAINABILITY ...  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The CUAC Triennial of Hong Kong 

2008 closed with members being 

solicited as to possible themes for next 

Triennial, to take place in 2011 at the 

University of the South in Tennessee.  

The single suggestion, from a UK 

delegate,  quickly affirmed by the 

audience, was ñsustainabilityò. 

 

The topic is an economic, environmental, and social one. It took on 

international prominence with the establishment of the UN Com-

mission on Sustainable Development to ensure effective follow-

up of United Nations Earth Summit (1992). That summit dealt with: 

 

* systematic scrutiny of patterns of production ð particularly 

the production of toxic components, such as lead in gasoline, or 

poisonous waste including radioactive chemicals  

* alternative sources of energy to replace the use of fossil fuels 

which are linked to global climate change  

* new reliance on public transportation systems in order to 

reduce vehicle emissions, congestion in cities and the health 

problems caused by polluted air and smog  

* the growing scarcity of water  

 

A Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) - was created to 

follow up this Agenda, and developed a 300-page plan for achiev-

ing sustainable development in the 21st century. 

 

The links between climate change and sustainable development are 

strong. While climate change will know no boundaries, poor and 

developing countries will be among those most adversely affected 

and least able to cope with the anticipated shocks to their social, 

economic and natural systems. It is projected that by 2080, millions 

of people will be displaced due to sea-level rise, with densely-

populated and low-lying countries facing the greatest threat from 

storm surges and rising seas.  The Kyoto Protocol set binding tar-

gets for 37 industrialized countries and the European community for 

reducing greenhouse gas  emissions .These amount to an average of 

five per cent against 1990 levels over the five-year period 2008-12. 

 

The Anglican Consultative Council (ACC), the Governing body 

of the Anglican Communion met this May in Jamaica, and passed 

the following resolution for implementation throughout the church. 

 

The ACC supports the Archbishop of 

Canterbury in his thoughtful reflection 

and witness in the areas of the environ-

ment, the global economy and our sup-

port of vulnerable people and communi-

ties, and encourages Provinces: 

 

a. to weigh the environmental as well 

as the financial costs of all church 

activities; 

b. to assist transition to a carbon-

neutral world by accepting, year on 

year, a five percent reduction in the 

carbon footprint of the 

Churches;  

c. to celebrate a liturgical 

ñSeason of Creationò as an integral part of the churchôs 

yearly pattern of worship and teaching;  

 
We know the 
whole creation 
has been groan-

ing in labour 
pains until now., 
and not only the 
creation, but we 
ourselves...  
Rom 8:22 

Global surface temperature anomalies . Darker blues are up to ï2.5 Celsius,  red is  + 2 Celsius and brown +3 Celsius    

Archbishop Rowan Williams reflects on 

sustainability and the environment. 

e. to encourage faith communities to understand that energy is 

part of Godôs provision, and that renewable energy should 

become the standard and fossil fuels be used only when renew-

able energy is temporarily unavailable;  
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f.  to provide means for Anglicans to develop competencies in environ-

mental stewardship and theological reflection on the sustainability of 

creation and the appropriate use of science and technology;  

g. to advocate sustainable restorative economies with national govern-

ments, the United Nations through the Anglican Observers Office, 

and local constituencies. 

 The Communionôs colleges and universities are obviously involved in this 

commitment.  Some institutions have implemented programmes which 

seek to address the impact of the institutionôs campus on the environment.  

 Canterbury Christ Church University has established a Sustainable 

Development Committee that promotes specific projects which have an 

environmentally friendly impact.  They have developed a process for rec-

ognizing ñEnvironmental Championsò, whose roles are to raise awareness 

and to help implement any environmental changes that the University 

selects to make. This is going the route of education through demonstration 

of environmental activities. Other styles are programmes of Environmental 

Studies themselves, such as found at University of the South (US), gener-

ally an interdisciplinary programme linking everything from the sciences, 

economics, history, and religion.   

In the United States, Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 

in Higher Education (AASHE) was established in 2006 to empower 

higher education to lead the sustainability transformation by providing 

resources, professional development, and a network of support to enable 

institutions of higher education to model and advance sustainability in 

everything they do. This organization has grown tremendously since it was 

created, and now has an international membership as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hellen Wangusa, the Anglican Observer to the UN, quoted Romans 8:22 

(see above) when she addressed issues of the environment and sustainabil-

ity to ACC 14: 

It is abundantly clear that of all the issues we face, those issues 

involving the environment and sustainable development are the 

most pressing, the most urgent for the world as a whole. I'm 

talking about climate change, water and food security, the 

deteriorating web of life, deforestation and desertification, to 

name a few, as well as issues of corporate responsibility and the 

nurturance of sustainable communities in every part of our 

Anglican Communion. (from preamble to ACC Resolution 14.15) 

University of the South  has made many environmental and sustainability 

initiatives, including priorities in the Strategic Plan.. Located atop the 

Cumberland Plateau between Nashville and Chattanooga, Tennessee, its 

13,000-acre area provides an academic and recreational resource, and an 

unparalleled place in which to study and reflect. The university has an 

interdisciplinary Environmental Program with 12 academic disciplines 

involved ï including the School of Theology and the Chapel. Even the 

Dining Services have adopted green practices, including a local food pur-

chasing program. The university has recently acquired 300 acres of ñLost 

Coveò for environmental use, earning the 2009 ñGovernorôs Environmental 

Award from the Land Trust of Tennessee. With the next Triennial coming 

up at University of the South, sustainability  will be one of the topics to be 

explored.  Ideas along this line should be sent to the General Secretary. 

(office @cuac.org) for inclusion in the planning process. 

 

 

 

 

University of the South, with newly acquired ñLost Coveò in the upper right corner. 

7th International CUAC Conference 
Saturday, May 21 to Thursday,  May 26    2011 

University of the South, Sewanee Tennessee USA 


